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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1963* 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the  past  year  the  health  of 
your  district  has  been  good.  There  were,  however,  a large  number  of  cases 
of  measles  - four  hundred  and  ninety  were  notified  to  me.  Although  one,  of 

necessity,  makes  an  annual  report  in  retrospect,  much  can  be  learnt  from  these 
figures,  both  in  the  way  of  successes  and  mistakes.  This  particular  type 
of  increase  is  not  unusual  - approximately  every  five  years.  Perhaps  it  is, 
in  some  way,  associated  with  the  age  of  entry  into  the  primary  school. 

Only  one  case  of  whooping  cough  and  eleven  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified 
in  1963. 


When  one  looks  at  these  figures  and  compares  them  with  the  figures 
of  say  thirty  years  ago  one  realises  that  progress  in  the  treatment  and  control 
of  infections  in  general  has  been  quite  miraculous.  In  the  intervening  period 
sulphonamides  and  penicillin  have  made  their  impact. 

At  the  same  time  one  could  perhaps  examine  this  further  and  divide 
treatment  of  infection  into  preventive  and  curative.  From  a Public  Health 
point  of  view  we  are  directly  concerned  with  the  former.  Prevention  may 
probably  be  divided  into  medical  and  sociological.  The  imporatnce  of  immunisation 
against  infectious  disease  is  given  emphasises.  Its  importance  despite 
successful  treatment  of  the  actual  disease  must  always  be  placed  in  the  foreground 
as  far  as  young  children  are  concerned.  In  this  respect  we  can  never  afford  to 
relax  our  vigil. 

From  the  Sociological  point  of  view  education  in  its  broad  aspects 
and  good  housing  conditions  have,  in  my  opinion,  gone  hand  in  glove  in  the 
prevention  of  disease.  The  education  of  the  mother  who  rocks  the  cradle  will 
ultimately  have  a profound  effect  on  the  health  of  the  community  as  a whole. 

Good  housing  conditions  are  also  most  important  in  preventing 
disease.  Tuberculosis,  the  white  scourge  of  only  a few  years  ago,  is  an 
uncommon  disease  today,  except  possibly  in  communities  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions.  We  can,  therefore,  never  afford  to  relax  our  housing  standards. 
With  good  housing  improved  sanitation  with  first  class  public  sewerage  schemes 
have  to  be  considered.  Is  it  good  housing  or  good  sewerage  schemes  which 
should  receive  first  priority  - the  hen  or  the  egg? 

In  the  year  ending  1963  Chew  Magna-Bishop  Sutton  schemes  have  been 
completed  and  more  houses  have  been  built  and  more  existing  houses  have  been 
connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

During  the  last  twelve  months  a large  number  of  houses  have  been 
surveyed  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  Staff.  It  is  rather  a tedious 
and  tiresome  part  of  public  health  work.  Even  so  old  properties  have  to  be 
inspected  in  order  to  decide  whether  they  are  worthy  of  improvement,  i,e.  the 
addition  of  water  supply,  bathroom,  w.c.  and  damp  proofing  as  much  as  possible. 

Perhaps  the  Improvement  Grants  are  not  requested  frequently  enough. 

At  times  ones  opinion  is  perhaps  equivocal.  So  much  would  depend  on  one’s 
yardstick. 

/ over 
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continued  ... 


In  many  cases  old  properties  should  he  evacuated  and  replaced.  From 
a public  health  point  of  view  they  are  a potential  menace,  i.e.  a person  with 
T.B. chest  or  some  other  communicable  disease  might,  move  in  after  the  previous 
tenants  have  died  or  moved  out  unless  a Demolition  Order  was  placed  on  such 
buildings.  Yet  one  finds  difficulty  in  rehousing  the  occupants  or  even 
promising  that  they  will  be  rehoused'.  People  with  young  families  living  in 
these  sub-standard  dwellings  should, in  my  opinion,  receive  a number  one  priority 
in  the  rehousing  programme.  The  subject  is  obviously  thorny  from  a practical 
point  of  view.  One  must  compromise  but  quite  where  the  yardstick  goes  when  one 
does  is  not  easy  to  decide.  It  is  all  very  well  to  criticise  the  Local 
Authority  housing  programme  but  the  demand  for  publicly  owned  houses  will 
always  exceed  the  supply  as  long  as  there  are  young  people.  Your  own 
Committee  does  a magnificent  job  but  they  are  hamstrung  by  the  amount  of  money 
made  available  by  the  Government  which  will,  of  necessity,  depend  on  what  other 
commitments  they  have  got.  When  the  final  reckoning  comes  I feel  sure  that  good 
housing  conditions  will  make  a major  contribution  to  positive  good  health  in 
the  future. 

DECENTRALISATION  OF  VILLAGE  LIFE. 

In  attempting  to  rehouse  people  who  have  lived  in  condemned  houses 
we  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  at  a late  period  in  their  life  they 
are  changing  their  environment.  It  does  seem  to  be  of  prime  importance  to  make 
sure  that  they  are  not  severed  too  completely  from  their  friends,  relatives  and 
above  all  their  neighbours  of  long  standing.  Is  this  a process  of  evolution 
which  they  will  have  to  accept  as  the  price  to  be  paid  for  their  new  hygienic 
ac  c ommodat i on? 

THE  INCIDENCE  OF  LUNG  CANCER. 

This  remains  fairly  high  on  the  list  of  possibly  preventable  diseases. 
The  more  eminent  the  authority  the  more  convinced  he  is  that  cigarette  smoking 
plays  an  important  part  in  the  causation  of  Bronchial  Cancer. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

I have  deliberately  changed  the  method  of  presenting  the  extracts 
from  the  vital  statistics.  Comparative  figures  or  rates  per  thousand  in  a small 
community  are  in  my  humble  opinion  misleading  because  the  actual  figures  are 
frequently  so  much  smaller.  For  instance,  four  still  births,  say  270  live  births 
would  not  necessarily  be  near  sixteen  in  a thousand.  The  plain  unvarnished 
figures  are,  therefore,  presented  for  your  perusal. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Your  Public  Health  Staff,  to  whom  I am  grateful  for  their  kind 
co-operation  at  all  times,  have  worked  hard  and  efficiently  under  the  able 
guidance  of  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr. Powell.  So  much  of  their 
work  is  hidden  from  you,  particularly  in  the  meat  inspection  service  and  yet  is 
of  vital  importance  to  both  this  community  and  many  others  in  the  large  towns 
where  the  meat  slaughtered  here  is  consumed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

In  conclusion  may  I draw  your  attention  to  the  facilities  available 
through  the  Medical  Research  Council,  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  their 
technical  experts  who  test  our  water  supplies,  foodstuffs  and  sewer  swabs.  We 
are  deeply  indebted  to  their  skill  and  kindliness.  Without  their  aid  an 
.fficient  public  health  service  would  be  impossible. 

In  particular  I would  like  to  mention  the  Public  Health 
Bacteriological  Laboratory,  under  the  able  direction  of  Dr. Paul  Mann,  whose 
first  class  advice  and  facilities  are  always  at  our  disposal. 
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SECTION  A 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

E.  Jones,  M.R.L.S. ,L.R.C .P.  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

F. C. Powell,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

W.Kerley,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

A.D.Soloman,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 


(Part  time) . 
(Pull  time) . 
(Pull  time) . 
(Pull  time) . 


COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH  MATTERS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 

House  Letting  Committee. 


Clutton  District  SECTION  B 

Disease  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  Pever) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Dysentery  Shigella  Sonnes 

Whooping  C ough  ...  ... 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Erysipelas 

Pood  Poisoning  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  - Respiratory  ... 

- Non-Res pir at ory 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

Membranous  Group 

Enteric  and  Paratyphoid  Pever 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Typhus  ...  ... 

Typhoid  Pever  ...  ... 

Small  Pox  ...  ... 

Cholera  ...  ... 

Malaria  ...  ... 

Plague  ...  ... 

Anthrax  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally, 
e.g.Chicken  Pox 


Part  1 Year  1963 
-Total  cases  Notified 

490 

3 


3 

1 

10 

1 

5 

1 (exluding  outbreak 
..  at  Chew  Valley  schl). 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1963 
Estimated  Mid  Year  Populations  18,220 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Legit . 

Illegit . 

Total 

Legit . 

Illegit . 

Livebirths 

142 

138 

4 

129 

127 

2 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1-year 

• 1 

' 1 

1 

1 

- 

Under  4_wks 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  1-wk. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' DEATHS  FROM 

ALL  CAUSES  1963 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, Stomach 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus 

6 

2 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm, Breast 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

11 

7 

18 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

13 

20 

33 

Coronary  Disease, Angina 

19 

16 

35 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

4 . 

5 

9 

Other  Heart  Disease 

16 

26 

4I 2 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

8 

8 

16 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

9 

12 

Bronchitis 

13 

4 

17 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

- 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Gastritis, Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

2 

- 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

- 

1. 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

4 

6 

10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

- 

3 

All  other  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 . 

- 

1. 

114  112  226 


I have  the  honour  to  remain 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
EDWARD  JONES, M.R.C .S. ,L.R.C . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


Mr .Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlmen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventh  Annual  Report  and  Summary  of 
the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  area. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1963  is  detailed  under  the  various  subject  headings  which  follow: 


water  supply 

(a)  The  mains  water  supplies  in  the  area  now  controlled  by  the  Bristol 
Waterworks  Company  have  been  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity 
apart  from  local  difficulties. 

(b)  Four  bacteriological  samples  and  three  chemical  samples  were  taken  from 
main  supplies  all  of  which  were  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

(c)  No  waters  were  found  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action  and  consequently  no 
special  precautions  were  necessary. 

(d)  No  contamination  of  main  supply  was  reported. 

(e)  All  the  23  parishes  in  the  district  have  a mains  supply  of  water  and  it 
would  appear  that  only  small  numbers  of  isolated  properties  are  now  writhout  a 
mains  supply. 

During  the  year  the  Council  contributed  to  the  Radford  and  Northwick 
water  mains  extensions  which  were  carried  out  by  the  Waterworks  Company. 

(f)  Three  water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  from  wells  were 
taken  all  of  which  proved  unsatisfactory. 


SOURCE  RAW  WATER  TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 

Satis-  Unsatis 
factory  factory 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 

- 

- 

4 

3 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  construction  of  the  Chilcompton  Stage  1-  scheme ' by  Messrs .Irelands 
Limited  commenced  in  the  Spring  hut  progress  had  fallen  behind  schedule  by  the 
end  of  the  year  and  completion  by  the  due  date  - mid-  June  1964  - appeared 
unlikely. 


The  unexpected  proposal  by  the  National  Coal  Board  to  develop  fifty 
Miners’  Chalets  at  New  Rock  Colliery  necessitated  a re-appraisal  of  the  scheme 
as  the  Boardfe  proposals  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  chalets  within  the 
confines  of  their  existing  pithead  bath  system  could  only  be  of  a very  temporary 
nature  and  quite  unsatisfactory  for  a five  to  seven  year  period.  The  decision 
to  extend  the  public  sewers  to  take  in  this  development  is,  in  my  opinion,  very 
necessary. 


The  High  Littleton,  Hallatrow  and  Tims bury  major  scheme  Ministry  enquiry 
took  place  on  the  12th  November,  1963,  and  final  approval  still  awaited  clearance 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  pumping  station  sites. 


Routine  plant  maintenance  of  main  sewerage  systems  and  Council  House 
Estate  plants  proceeded  as  in  previous  years,  although  extreme  difficulties  were 
experienced  during  January. and  February  during  the  very  severe  weather  to  keep 
the  works  operating  at  all.  Fortunately  very  little  actual  damage  was  done  to 
the  works  apart  from  a pipe  fracture  at  Clutton  and  a pillar  fracture  at  Stanton 
Drew  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  Staff  who  carried  on  under  extremely  difficult 
conditions . 


In  June  Messrs .Purnells  Limited  connected  their  trade  effluent  works 
to  the  Council  sewers  as  pep  the  Trade  Effluent  Agreement,  but  it  is  regrettable 
to  have  to  report  that  following  this  the  effluent  samples  from  Paulton  Ytforks 
unfortunately  deteriorated.. 


During  the  year  a total  of  nine  effluent  samples  were  collected  and 
forwarded  to  the  County  Analyist's  department  at  Taunton,  or  to  Messrs .Waterfall 
& O'Brien  of  Bristol. 


The  Sewage  .Works  have  again  been  regularly  maintained 
by  you r seven  full  time  and  one  part  time  employees,  but  again  whilst  the 
majority; of  the  larger  works  give  satisfactory  results  many  of  the  Estate  . 
works  simply  failed  to  produce  results  pp  to  the  Royal  Commission  Standard. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  and  for  your  information  the  priority  list 
for  Sewage  Schemes  as  agreed,,  is  as  follows  2- 


Chew  Magna-Bishop  Sutton  Scheme 

... 

Completed 

2. 

Timsbury,  Lippiatt  Lane  Scheme 

... 

Completed 

3. 

Chilcompton,  Stage  1 

•** 

Commenced 

4.-  - 

Timsbury  Trunk  Sewer,  High  Littleton 
and  Hallatrow 

... 

Inquiry  held 

5. 

Chew  Stoke 

... 

In  preparation 

6. 

Farrington  Gurney 

7. 

Pens ford. 

8. 

Ston  Easton 

9. 

Csmeley  (Temple  Cloud  Village) 

10. 

West  Harptree 

11. 

East  Harptree 

12. 

Glutton  (Second  stage) 

13. 

Chilcompton  (Second  stage) 

14.  Norton  Malreward  and  Lower  Stanton,  Litton  and  Chelwood. 
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FUSING  BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  STATISTICS 


Once  again,  as  in  previous  years,  more  plans  were  received  for 
consideration  by  the  Council  and  more  Building  Byelaw  inspections  were  carried 
out  by  the  department.  It  seems  likely  that  the  peak  has  by  no  means  yet 
been  reached.  Comparable  figures  with  1962  are  as  follows %- 


New  Dwellings 

1963  Completed  1962 

1963  Under  Construction 

1962 

R.D.C . 

26 

Nil 

67 

26 

Private  Enterprise 

112 

99 

61 

124 

; 

For  the  record  5^9  plans  were  dealt  with  by  the  department  during  the 
year  arising  from  which  some  1,57^  inspections  and  visits  were  made  compared  with 
582  plans  and  1,333  visits  during  1962. 

TABLE  OF  PLANS  RECEIVED  AND  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE  , 

BYELAWS  AND  ' TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PL.UNING  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


Plans 

1962 

Buildings 

Plans 

1963  . 

Buildings 

Council  Houses (including 
Outline) 

15 

70  . 

8 

66 

2. 

Private  Houses-Applications 

207 

464 

179 

394 

3. 

Alterations  and  additions  to 
houses 

I46 

155 

163 

161 

4. 

Conversions  to  houses 

11 

15 

8 

8 

5. 

Farm  Buildings 

24 

24 

31 

31 

6. 

Factories , including 
alterations  and  additions 

14 

14 

9 

9 

7. 

Temporary  Buildings  and 
Moveable  Dwellings 

16 

18 

18 

75 

8. 

Licensed  premises , including 
alterations  and  additions 

6 

6 

4 

4 

9. 

Shops , including  additions  and 
alterations 

13 

16 

13 

13 

Petrol  Stations  and  Garages 

9 

9 

13 

13 

Ll. 

Local  Authority  (Bus 

Shelters , Sev/ers , Water  schemes , 
Schools,  etc.  ) 

8 

20 

19 

19 

L2 . 

Statutory  Undertakings 
(Electricity  Boards  etc.) 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Private  Garages 

86 

109 

82 

116 

L4. 

Adve rt i s eme  nt  s 

9 

9 

21 

20 

Public  Halls  and  Buildings 
alterations  and  additions 

6 

6 

4 

4 

587 

952 

589 

950 

..  _ 


SMnLL  DWELLINGS  AC!  G.US  IT  I ON  ACTS 


1899  - 1923  (as  amended) 


Applications  for  loans  to  purchase  or  erect  dwelling  houses  showed  a 
slight  decrease  and  during  the  year  34  surveys  and  valuations  were  carried 
out  by  your  Officers. 

13  Advances  were  made  8 refused. 

Total  sum  advanced  was  £24,578  - a decrease  of  over  £3,400  over  1962. 


Tn  addition  14  surveys  were  made  (2-refused)  and  a total  sum  of  £5,766 
advanced  in  respect  of  8 applications  for  loans  for  the  repair  of  dwellinghouses 
under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions ) Act  1958. 

Although  the  total  money  advanced  showed  a decrease  over  the  previous 
year,  nevertheless,  property  values  were  constantly  rising  and  the  average  per 
dwelling  increased  appreciably  over  1962. 


HOUSING 
HOUSING  ACTS  1957  - 1<&L 
HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS  ACT)  1958 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1959 

(a)  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


A large  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  was 
noted  during  the  year  with  a corresponding  falling  off  in  Discretionary  Grant 
applications.  The  figures  are  as  follows 


1962 

1963 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Applications  ...  ... 

37 

55 

Dwellings  involved: 

Owner/ Occupied  ...  ... 

19 

20 

Tenanted  ...  ... 

18 

35 

Applications  approved  . . . 

37 

55 

withdrawn  or  refused 

Nil 

Nil 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

Applications  ...  ... 

30 

23 

Dwellings  involved: 

Owner/ Occupied 

9 

7 

Tenanted  . . . 

2l 

17 

Applications  approved 

26 

22 

withdrawn  or  refused 

4 

1 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  - continued 


Progress  in  the  Improvement  Grant  field  would  appear  to  have  been 
maintained  well  above  the  national'  average  and  once  again  a satisfactory  factor  is 
that  some  66 L/o  of  the  applications  during  the  year  were  for  tenanted  houses. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done,  however,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the 
completion  of  additional  sewerage  schemes  progress  can  be  maintained,  especially  as 
every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  property  owner  faced  with  closet 
conversions  to  go  a little  further  and  carry  out  an  improvement  grant  scheme. 


The  financial  details  of  Standard  Grants  paid  and  Discretionary  Grants 
approved  during  1963  are  as  follows s- 


(1)  Total  of  approved  Grants 

(2)  Average  Grant  per  dwelling 

(3)  Total  expenditure  to  be 

incurred  by  owners 

(4)  Average  expenditure  to  be 
incurred  by  owners  per  dwelling 


STANDARD 

DISCRETIONARY 

(29  dwellings) 

(23  dwellings) 

£3,865  :2  :6d. 

£7,629  sO  sOd 

133  .*5  s7d. 

331  :0  :0d 

7,719  :14:4<i. 

26,112  :0  sOd 

266  :4  sOd. 

803  sO  sOd 

376  visits  carried  out  re.  the  above, 
b)  HOUSING  - General 


The  completion  of  the  Lippiatt  Lane  Council  House  scheme  of  26  dwellings 
enabled  considerable  inroads  to  be  made  in  the  Slum  Clearance  problem  at  Timsbury, 
and  it  was  anticipated  that  with  the  completion  of  the  Timsbury  House  scheme  to 
follow  the  main  problem  in  this  village  will  have  been  overcome. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  twenty-four  houses  were  under  construction- at 
Paulton  which  again  will  considerably  help  the  clearance  of  Slum  properties  in 
this  village,  but  the  problem  is  still  of  somev/hat  greater  magnitude  here  and  it 
is  likely  to  be  some  years  before  it  can  be  overcome. 

Difficulties  are  being  experienced  in  securing  the  demolition  of  houses 
falling  within  Clearance  Areas  and,  more  often  than  not,  the  Council  have  to 
carry  out  the  work.  One  "wonders  whether  it  would  not  be  more  expeditious  to 
purchase  many  more  of  such  properties  with  a view  to  Clearance  followed  by, 
redevelopment  or  resale. 

The  following  statistical  information  on  the  Housing  situation  as  at 
31st  December  1963  will  give  an  indication  that  while  much  remains  to  be  done, 
nevertheless,  the  fifteen  year  programme  as  drawn  up  in  .1955  should  be  completed 
well  ahead  of  schedule. 
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HOUSING  - General,  continued. 


1.  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  ...  6,061 

2.  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  ov/ned  by  the 

Council  (excluding  4-0  prefabs)  ’ ...  1*428 

3.  Estimated  number  of  houses  as  at  August  1955  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  583 

4*  Approximate  number  of  (3)  above  dealt  with  to 

31st  December,  1963  ...  467 

5.  Approximate  number  to  be  dealt  with  (118  families)  ...  116 

6.  Approximate  number  of  (5)  above  in  confirmed 

Clearance  orders  and  still  occupied  at  31st 

December,  1963  ...  93 

7»  Number  demolished  to  31st  December,  1963  ...  208 

8.  Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  ...  66 

9.  Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  at 

31st  December,  1963  (subject  to  revision)  ...  366 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  weekly  refuse  collection  scheme  carried  out  by  contract  with. the. 

British  Road  Services  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year  with  very  few 
complaints,  these  generally  resulting  from  vehicle  breakdowns  which  were 

unavoidable . 

A litter  problem  during  the  summer  months  'was  kept  under  reasonable 
control  by  the  systematic  emptying  of  litter  baskets  at  strategic  points  twice 
a week  for  a four  month  period.  Additional  baskets  were  sited  at  important 
points  by  the  Divisional  Highway  Surveyor  and  the  County  Council  now  pay  a 
contribution  towards  the  expenses  incurred  in  emptying  these  baskets. 

Tipping  continued  in  filling  in  the  marshy  area  at  Goosard's  Bridge 
adjoining  the  River  Cam  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  fair  to  comment  that  the  control 
of  this  tip  compares  quite  favourably  with  that  of  tips  operated  in  the  vicinity 


again  during  the  summer  months  the  tip  was  constantly  treated  with  an 
insecticide  to  prevent  or  to  keep  fly  breeding  to  a minimum. 
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RODENT  CONTROL  AND  VERMIN 


INFESTATION 


There  is  again  nothing  outstanding  to  report  in  the  years  activities 
regarding  Rodent  Control,  although  the  steady  influx  of  complaints  leaves  the 
Operator  little  time  for  a parish  to  parish  survey. 

Infestations  generally  were,  however,  of  a minor  character,  and 
satisfactory  results  have  been  achieved  in  routine  treatment . 

The  sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  have  again  been  regularly  surveyed 
and  treated  and  public  'sewers  in  six  parishes  were  test  baited  and  treated 
where  this  was  found  necessary. 


(1) 

L.A. 

(2) 

DWELLING 

(3) 

BUSINESS 

(4) 

FARMS 

TOTAL 

HOUSES 

PREMISES 

No. of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  Notifications 

14 

139 

15 

8 

176 

No. of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by;- 

Maj  or 

_ 

_ 

3 

5 

8 

Common  Rat 

Minor 

11 

101 

9 

3 

124 

Maj  or 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

House  Mouse 

Minor 

- 

18 

- 

- 

18 

No.  of  properties 
in  the  course  of  survey 
under  the  Act . 

71 

322 

15 

2 

410 

No.  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:- 

Major 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

1 

C canon  Rat 

Minor 

13 

26 

5 

- 

44 

Ma  j or 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House  Mouse 

Minor 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-inspections 

179 

768 

140 

45 

1132 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

21 

122 

15 

4 

162 

Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments 

43 

163 

36 

11 

253 

Number  of  "Block"  Control 

Schemes  carried  out 

- 

13 

- 

- 

13 

for 

57  premis 

es . 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


ABATEMENT  OP  NUISANCES 


Statutory  Notices 

Informal  Notices 

The  outstanding  notices  are 

Total  number  of  inspections 
during  the  year 


Served 

2 

Abated 

2 

Served 

.....42 

Abated 

. 26 

followed  up 

as.  time  allows. 

in  connection  with  the. above 

...  ...  386. 

Details  of  inspections  are  as  follows 

Houses, complaints  and  repair  ... 

Animals, or  fowls  kept  in  such  a state 
as  to  be  a nuisance  ... 

Accumulation  of  filth  or  refuse... 
Ponds, ditches  or  watercourses  ... 
Defective  dustbins  or  closet  pans 

Rodent  control  (other  than  by 
operator 

House  drainage  complaints  ... 


65 

15 

25 

41 


15 

225 


INJURIES  AND  DISINFECTIONS 


Twenty-five  visits  were  made  during  the  investigations  of  infectious 
diseases  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  where  necessary. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year  at  the  Chew 
Valley  Secondary  Modern  school  where  ninety  children  and  six  teachers  were 
affected.  The  causative  organism  was  Clostridium  welchii  and  although  the  origin 
was  not  definitely  traced  it  is  believed  that  contamination  of  a re-heated  meat 
meal  occurred. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act.  1962. 

Seven  new  licences  and  two  renewals  of  existing  licences  for  single 
caravans  were  approved  during  the  year . 

One  application  was  received  for  a small  number  of  caravans  on  a 
permanent  residential  site  but  this  was  refused,  regrettably  in  my  opinion,  by 
the  Planning  Authority  . 

Your  Inspectors  made  thirty-four  inspections  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year,  but  again  there  was  no  nuisance  of  any  consequence  to  report. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Our  records  indicate  that  premises  within  the  district  are  made  up 
according  to  the  following  table 


(1) 

Bakehouses  ....  ... 

7 

(2) 

Butchers  shops  ....  . ... 

19 

(3) 

Fish  and  Chip  shops  ... 

5 

(4) 

Milk  (a)  No. of  Registered  Distributors 

12 

(b)  No, of  Registered  Dairy 

Premises  other  than  Dairy  Farms 

3 

(c)  No. of  Licensed  Dealers  in 
Designated  Milk 

17 

(5) 

Number  of  premises  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 

5 

(6) 

Shops  selling  food 

91 

(7) 

Cafes  and  Guest  Houses 

14 

(8) 

Licensed  Premises 

52 

(9) 

Shops  selling  Ice  Cream 

84 

Some  forty  visits  were  made  by  your  Inspectors  to  food  premises,  other 
than  slaughterhouses,  but  again  I regret  to  say  that  this  presents  a very 
unsatisfactory  picture.  However,  other  commitments  continue  to  give  no  time  for 
regular  and  systematic  inspection. 

No  ice  cream  is  being  manufacturered  in  the  district,  the  number  of 
premises  licensed  to  sell  this  commodity  increased  by  one. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  milk  samples  during  the  course 
of  the  investigation  of  infectious  disease. 


SLAUGHTEItHOUSIlB  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  was  no  alteration  in  the  number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses 
during  the  year,  the  two  wholesale  premises  and  four  local  butchers'  slaughterhouses 
continue  to  operate. 

During  the  year  the  work  to  the  Wholesale  Slaughterhouse  at  Norton 
Ma Ire ward  was  finally  brought  near  to  completion  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  provision  of  an  effluent  disposal  plant  on  the  site 
considerably  improved  the  condition  of  the  brook  running  from  Norton  Malreward 
to  the  River  Chew. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  remained  much  about 
the  same  and  following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  1963  all  carcases  were,  in  fact,  inspected  from  the  1st  October. 

In  my  last  report  I commented  on  the  time  spent  by  Inspectors  in  covering  the  , 
various  slaughterhouses,  and  it  will  be  appreciated  that  compliance  with  the 
Regulations  has  made  the  position  even  worse  than  before.  It  remains  to  be 
oen  whether  the  failure  of  the  Regulations  to  control  slaughtering  hours 
will  present  further  difficulties. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION  continued 


There  was  a small  increase  in  the  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned, 
but  this  would  appear  to  be  of  no  great  significance. 

Visits  by  your  Inspectors,  during  the  year  were  up  by  some  200  to  a 
total  of  1,494  visits. 


Goats  Beasts  Heifers 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

17 

46O 

2,377 

2,671  549 

13,061 

11,508 

Number  inspected 

17 

460 

2,377 

2,670  549 

12,945 

11,485 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticeresis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

3 

35  5 

42 

31  • 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

31 

2.77 

892 

1,019 

500 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticeresis 

6.9 1°; 

n.7/0 

34.8%  .0  9/0 

8.2 

4.636 

Tuberculosis  only 

/hole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

2 

113 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

. 

.01 io 

si° 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  one  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

_ 

15 

2 

. 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Weight  of  meat  Condemned 

5-cwt 

62-lbs. 

4-cwt 

102-lbs 

5-tons  1-cwt  15-cwt 

9-cwt  29-lbs  41-lbs 

72-lbs. 

l-ton 

14-Gwt 

11-lbs,. 

CANNED 

FOODS 

The  following  canned  foods  were 

j condemned  during 

the  years- 

Meat  s 163-lbs . 

Fruit 

& Vegetables: 

65-lbs  12- 

■oz . 

Fish:  1-lb  llf--oz. 

Milk, Cream  & Rice  Pudding:  31- 

■lbs  5l3-0z. 

Jams 

26-lbs. 
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DISEASES  Off  ANIMALS  ACT  19*50 


Five  visits  to  inspect  four  licensed 'Swill  b oiling  plants  were  made 
during  the  year.  No  new  plants  were  licensed. 


AGRICULTDRB( SAFETY, HEALTH  AND 
WELFARE  PROVISIONS) ACT,  1956 

No  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1966 

Periodic  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  arising  from  the 
discharge  of  a fine  dust  from  the  Winford  Red  Works  at  Chew  Magna,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  informal  representations  secure  improvements  here.  Production 
methods  had  apparently  changed  and  the  installation  of  improved  plant  was 
anticipated. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1957 


Number  of  factories  in  the  District  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  provision 

of  the  above  Act  during  the  year  ...  ...  20 

The  statistical  information  is  as  follows s- 


Number  on  Register 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3,4>  & 6 3 

are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority . 68 


Inspections 

2 


18f 


Found  Remedied  Referred  by 

H. M. Inspector . 


Defects  found: - 

(a)  Want  of  cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Outyrorkers 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August 
List,  Section  110  (l) 

(c)  Wearing  Apparel  (Making)  7 
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PETROLEUM  ACTS  AMD  ORDERS 


On  the  31st  December  1963  the  amount  of  petrol  stored  under  Licence 
within  the  district  had  increased  to  151,325  gallons  in  71  installations,  as 
follows  5- 


33  Retail  Pilling  Stations . 

38  Private  installations. 

The  amount  of  carbide  stored  under  licence  remained  at  10,000  lbs. 


Your  Inspectors  attended  two  further  meetings  at  Fire  Brigade 
Headquarters,  Taunton,  held  to  discuss  problems  arising  under  the  above  Acts 
within  the  County  of  Somerset. 


In  conclusion  I offer  my  thanks  again  to  all  members  of  the  office 
and  outside  Staff  for  their  loyal  work  throughout  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.Burdge  and  his  Staff  for  their 
co-operation. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  by 
Dr .Jones,  who  has  so  ably  filled  Dr. Brew's  position  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  He  has  been  ever  willing  to  discuss  problems  and  to  carry  out 
Housing  Inspections  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so.  His  help  has  been 
invaluable . 

Miss  Susan  Rogers  joined  the  staff  during  the  year  as  Junior  Typist. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.C .Powell . 
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